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Introduction and Purpose 

 Section 8 (1) of SPLUMA states that: 

“The Minister must, after consultation with organs of state in the provincial and 
local spheres of government, prescribe norms and standards for land use 
management and land development that are consistent with this Act, the 
Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, 2000 (Act No. 3 of 2000), and the 
Intergovernmental Relations Framework Act” 

 This project is an attempt to provide an overview of existing 
efforts on norms and standards, and the gaps thereof leading 
to a framework that will inform the development of the 
actual national norms and standards. 
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Approach 

 A desktop literature review on universal principles, best practice, previous 
research, legislation as well as various other related literature on norms and 
standards for spatial planning and land use management (locally and 
internationally) 

 Overview of the legislative framework influencing the development of norms and 
standards for spatial planning and land use management 

 An unpacking of SPLUMA chapter 2, section 8 (1) & (2) 

 An analysis of the relationship between the development principles and norms 
and standards in SPLUMA 

 Framework with recommendations for development of spatial planning and land 
use management norms and standards in different sector areas. 
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Where we are… 
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Existing Norms and Standards 

 There are very few sectors, institutions and departments that have specific 
norms and standards relating to spatial planning and land use management. 

 Standards are well presented at local authority level through Land Use Schemes, 
by-laws and local policies e.g. a density policy, however the normative principles 
on this level are, in many cases absent. 

 Where norms and standards exist, they focus on a very specific issue, often 
neglecting the wider focus, impact and important related issues. 

 This part of the study indicated the many gaps and areas for which norms and 
standards are required as well as the gaps in some existing normative 
frameworks. 
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Framework for the National Norms and Standards 

 

 

The identification of areas for which national norms and standards 
should be developed was informed by analysing what currently 

exists and identifying gaps based on the two thematic areas of this 
project, i.e. spatial planning and land use management and linking 

that to Section 8 of SPLUMA. 
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Framework for the National Norms and Standards…contd. 

 

 

 

A total of 41 broad categories for spatial planning, land use planning, compliance 
and monitoring, and output formats (maps and symbology) were identified as 

areas for which norms and standards should be developed. 
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Framework for the National Norms and Standards…contd. 
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Framework for the National Norms and Standards…contd. 
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Framework for the National Norms and Standards…contd. 
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Conclusion 

 An incremental approach is recommended whereby norms and standards will 
only be formulated for crucial items once the whole planning system 
(considering that aspects of SPLUMA may be amended) is fully operational and 
understood. 

 Norms and standards will have to address and respond to the unique spatial 
landscapes of urban, rural and peri-urban areas. 

 They should be flexible and address the changing socio-spatial dynamics of the 
country. 

 Important to be developed through a consultative approach to increase their 
credibility and usage. 
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Thank You 
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