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KZN has since 2014 been ravaged by the worst 
drought in a generation. The drought has impacted 
negatively on communities, businesses and the 
farming sector, prompting water  restrictions from 
the most affected municipalities. 


Throughout this period, the province has seen 


December 2014 and the second in December 
2015 after all district municipalities in KZN were 
severely affected. 


KZN Cogta has led from the front by devising 
both short- and long-term interventions to the 
drought. The short-term measures have included 
emergency relief to communities and a public 
awareness campaign designed to educate the 
public about the drought and the need to conserve 
water.


The long-term measures consist of a multi-
pronged drought relief programme for the province 
which involves borehole drilling, mobile package 
treatment plants, procurement of water tankers, 
desalination plants and bulk water storage 


facilities. The programme is being implemented 
as planned.


KZN’s drought challenges are linked to the fact 
that currently 77% of the country’s water comes 
from surface water rivers while only 14% comes 
from return water from water treatment plants and 
nine percent comes from ground water.


KZN Cogta’s major priority has been to diversify 
these sources given the high risk of water 
shortages in the short to medium term. A renewed 
focus on water treatment in inland areas and on                 
desalination in coastal areas is deemed necessary 
to adequately diversify water resources.


  The current drought tightens its grip on KZN    
despite sporadic rainfall in the coastal areas of 
KZN and the most affected area of the province   
remains the north-eastern part of the province with 
several rivers in this region completely dry and 
reservoirs hitting critical levels.


KZN Cogta deems the current expenditure on 
water tankering unsustainable and encourages 
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municipalities to explore alternative solutions, 
particularly refurbishment and drilling of boreholes. 
The department is is also disturbed by the reports 


to desperate communities. These activities are 
allegedly linked to wilful destruction of  municipal 
water infrastructure.


KZN Provincial Government is also pushing ahead 
with a desalination programme for the province, 
under the stewardship of a water crisis task team 
comprising of Cogta MEC Nomusa Dube-Ncube 
who is the convener, Education MEC Mthandeni 
Dlungwana, Agriculture and Rural Development 
MEC Themba Mthembu and Finance MEC 
Belinda Scott.


KZN Cogta has hosted several Drought Crisis 
Management Meetings of the province’s Water 


Services Authorities and municipal stakeholders 
to evaluate the progress and chart a strategic 
direction for the drought-affected municipalities.


KZN Cogta has also co-hosted a United Nations 
Water Day Summit between 22 and 24 March 
2017 at the Inkosi Luthuli Convention Centre in 
Durban under the banner of “Waste Water the  
Untapped Resource”. The summit presented a 
range of cutting-edge solutions to the drought 
crisis, including innovations on waste water        
treatment that are being currently considered by 
the department.
 
KZN Cogta’s priority throughout the 2016/2017 


funding to the tune of R150-million was spent as 
budgeted.


MEC Dube-Ncube urging commuters to use water wisely
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MEC Dube-Ncube  and contingent doing a walkabout at  the Richardsbay 
Disallination Plant 


Upgraded uMkhanyakude Water Scheme
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OVER VIEW OF 
THE DROUGHT 
INTERVENTION


Some of the Jojo tanks provided to water 
scarced communities
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District 
Municipality


 


Allocated 
boreholes 


Surveyed 
boreholes/DM


 


Drilled 
Boreholes/DM


 
  


uMkhanyakude 
DM


 


39 39 39 


Zululand DM 31 31 31 


uThukela DM 14 14 14 


uMzinyathi DM 12 12 12 


Amajuba DM  11 11  11 


uThungulu DM  3  3  3


 


uMgungundlovu 
DM


 


25 25 0 


Ugu DM  8  8  4


 


eThekwini DM 1 1 1 


Total 140 140 115 


Boreholes built per district


Nquthu  women using borehole installed by KZNCOGTA 
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Local
 


Municipality


 Number of 
boreholes per 


Local


 


Municipality


 Ward Project Area Status Equipping
 


1


 


Mtubatuba


 


3


 
 


 Mfekayi (Dilinga) Complete Production-Gene


 


2


 


Mtubatuba  6  Iswelihle Store Complete production-sola


 


3


 


Mtubatuba  1


 


Long Homes Complete production-electr


 


4


 


Hlabisa


 


5


 


  


Hluhluwe 
Treatment 3


 


Complete production-electr


 


5


 


Hlabisa


   


Hluhluwe 
Treatment 4


 


Complete production-electr


 


6


 


Hlabisa  8


 


Esiqiwini Complete Generator 


 


7


 


Hlabisa  8


 


Nompodo Complete Hand pump


 


8


 


Hlabisa  7


 


Ecwakeme  Complete Hand pump


 


9


 


Jozini


 


4


 
  


Engudeni Complete Production-Gene


 


10


 


Jozini


   


Cezwane Complete Production-Gene


 


11


 


Jozini


   


Mange Complete Production-Gene


 


12


 


Jozini


   


Empileni Complete Production-Gene


 


13


 


uMhlabuyalingana


 


8


 


  


Ngutshane 1 Complete Production-Gene


 


14


 


uMhlabuyalingana


   


Ngutshane 2 Complete New Generator sup
15


 


uMhlabuyalingana


   


Mafa 1 Complete New Generator sup
16


 


uMhlabuyalingana


   


Mafa 2 Complete New Generator sup
17


 


uMhlabuyalingana


   


Swempe 1  Complete New Generator sup
18


 


uMhlabuyalingana


   


Swempe 2 Complete New Generator sup
19


 


uMhlabuyalingana


   


Manyampisi Complete New Generator sup
20


 


uMhlabuyalingana


   


Khiphimbazo Complete Lister Engine


 
  


Total


 


20


         


Boreholes (CoGTA) uMkhanyakude DM
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Local


 


Municipality


 Number of 
boreholes per 


Local


 


Municipality


 Ward Project Area Status Equipping
 


1 Abaqulusi


 


11


 


1 Enhlangweni 5 Complete production-electricity 


2 Abaqulusi  4


 


Munyaneni Complete Production-
Generator


  


3 Abaqulusi  6


 


Kwakwavlei Complete production-solar


 


4 Abaqulusi  6


 


Engilandi 1 Complete production-electricity 
5 Abaqulusi  11 Drekwaad Complete production-solar


 


6 Abaqulusi  13 Bhekuzulu Complete production-electricity 
7 Abaqulusi  15 St Paul Complete Hand pump


 


8 Abaqulusi  19 Bhekumthetho Complete Production-
Generator


  


9 Abaqulusi  20 Bhekumthetho Complete Production-
Generator


  


10


 


Abaqulusi  21 Engilandi 2 Complete production-electricity 
11


 


Abaqulisi 1 Louwburg Complete production-electricity 
12 eDumbe


 


3 


3 Bridge Complete production-electricity 


13 eDumbe  3  Paulpiet Town Complete Production-
Generator


  


14 eDumbe  3


 


eDumbe Complete production-electricity 
15 Ulundi


 


3 
19  Ulundi Nursery Complete production-electricity 


16 Ulundi  21 Mabhedlana Complete production-electricity 
17 Ulundi  22 Unit D Complete production-electricity 


18 Nongoma  1  11 Masokaneni Complete production-lister 
engine


 


Boreholes (CoGTA) Zululand DM
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73 


  Local 
Municipality 


Number of 
boreholes per 


Local 
Municipality 


Ward P roject Area S tatus Equipping 


1 Ndwedwe 


10 


1 Kaunda borehole Complete Hand pump 
2 Ndwedwe   Mochano  Complete production-electricity 
3 Ndwedwe   Tongaat  Complete production-electricity 


4 Ndwedwe 12 Mgezengwane BH 
1 Complete roduction-solar 


5 Ndwedwe 12 Mgezengwane BH 
2  Complete Production-Generator  


6 Ndwedwe 12  Mona/Kwajessop Complete roduction-solar 
7 Ndwedwe 12  Esithupha Complete Production-Generator  
8 Ndwedwe   Ngcongangconga Complete production-electricity 
9 Ndwedwe   Kwadeda 1 Complete roduction-solar 
10 Ndwedwe   Kwadeda 2 Complete production-electricity 
11 Kwadukuza 


3 
19  Townview   collapsed 


12 Kwadukuza  5  L indelani Complete production-electricity 
13 Kwadukuza  1 8 Shakaville Complete Production-Generator  
  Total  1 3         


 Boreholes (CoGTA) Ilembe DM


Steel casing for 
submersible 
pump (complete)
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Newcastle
Ward 7


uThukela District 
Municipality
Ward 12
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 Solar Powered Boreholes
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No Site Number Area Reservoir size 
1 PD Naido Water Reservoir 1 Mzingazi 2ML 
2 PD Naido Water Reservoir 2 Mzingazi 2ML 
3 Water Treatment Plant (Down) KwaMbonambi ??? 
4 Water Treatment Plant (Top) KwaMbonambi 400kl 
5 Charlestown Newcastle 400kl 
6 Harding Weza 1 Harding 1000kl 
7 Harding Weza 2 Harding 1000kl 
8 Mpuphusi Nongoma Ward 5 200kl 
9 Nhlebela Nongoma Ward 5 1000kl 


10 Mthincongo Nongoma Ward 5 750kl 
11 Maphophoma Nongoma Ward 10 750kl 
12 Ekuvukeni Nongoma ward 10 200kl 
13 Enzobe 1 Nongoma Ward 11 500kl 
14 Enzobe 2 Nongoma Ward 11 200kl 
15 Enzobe 3 Nongoma Ward 11 100kl 
16 Greytown Mvoti 400kl 
17 Kilbarchan? Newcastle 1000kl 
18 Shayamoya? Greater Kokstad 1000kl 
19 Imbali/Edendale 1 Msunduzi 200kl 
20 Imbali/Edendale 2 Msunduzi 200kl 


Potable Water Storage (Steel tanks)
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uGu 8 R 11 899 411.00 


uThukela 9 R 13 386 838.00 


uMkhanyakude R 29 748 526.00 


uThungulu 7 R 10 411 985.00 


ILembe 3  4 462 279.00  


Harry Gwala 3  4 462 279.00 


Abaqulusi 3  4 462 279.00 


TOTAL  5 3 R 78 869 777.00 


 


 


3 


3 


3 


WATER TANKER PURCHASES PER DISTRICT 


Water Service Authority Q uantity Budget 
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Hand over of water tankers to 
Umkhanyakude District Mayor


Water tanker delivering water to community
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Water Tankers: Delivery in Edumbe LM 


Water Tankers: Delivery in Abaqulusi LM 


Lower uThukela Bulk Water Scheme
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REFURBISHMENTS AND UPGRADES OF WATER SCHEMES 


Projects Budget 


Harry Gwala  R 9 800 000.00 


ILembe  R 3 199 000.00 


uGu R 8 340 000.00 


uMgungundlovu  R 25 000 000.00 


uMkhanyakude  R 51 746 827.00 


uMzinyathi  R 24 845 000.00 


uThukela R 1 162 800.00 


uThungulu R 24 690 884.00 


Zululand  R 19 700 000.00 


Total  R 168 484 511.00 


 


MEC Nomusa Dube-Ncube viewing an         
upgraded water scheme in iLembe DM
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DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT


Fire and Rescue  members in  action 
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Our approach in efforts to minimize disaster risks 
is that, most of our resources must be directed to 
the introduction of preventive strategies aimed at 
saving lives and protecting assets before they are 
lost. 


To-date the Provincial Disaster Management Centre 
has supported the building of six District Disaster 
Management Centre, namely, uMkhanyakude, 
Ilembe, Harry Gwala, Ugu, uKhahlamba and 
Umlalazi Disaster Management Centres. Currently, 
three more District Disaster Management Centres, 
namely uThukela, uMzinyathi and Amajuba are  
being constructed with the help of the Department.
  
The Department continues to provide grants 
to municipalities for the establishment and 
enhancement of their Disaster Management 
Centres to deal with disasters. In addition, 
the construction of a fully equipped Provincial 
Disaster Management Centre at Mkhondeni is 
now complete and its equipping is now underway. 


Partnerships with stakeholders and NGOs 


The Department has concluded an agreement 
with the 911 Fund in New York which has led to the 


equipment. We also have good relations with Red 
Cross, Alimdad Foundation and Gift of the Givers. 


The South African Weather Services continues 
to be our strategic partner in providing regular 
forecasts and enables issuing of early warnings 
for some inclement weather patterns that, from 
time to time, result in incidents that do impact and 
disrupt our community and economic life. 


Fire services 


The department is in the process of establishing 


province in line with the Fire Services Act. In 
order to rescue entrapped victims and perform 


places as geographically diverse as the United 
States and Singapore, are becoming increasingly 
coordinated under one command centre. The 
revised organisational structure has made 
provision for this new function and recruitment of 


Fire detection alarms


settlements, all our municipalities will be expected 


some of the informal settlements that are prone 


alarms will make warning sounds to wake people 
up for safety. 


Disaster Management


19








Disaster Management Centres 


Harry Gwala Disaster Management 
Centre


uThukela Disaster Management Centre Provincial Disaster Management Centre
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OPENING OF  
UGU  MUNICIPALITY
DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT  
CENTRE


Disaster Management Team Parading
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COMMUNITY
SERVICE 
CENTRES


Mobeni Biyela CSC worth R7 Million
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In line with the Community Service Centres 
(CSC) establishment framework, the Department 
has implemented constructed ten (10) CSCs at 
a cost of more than R 38 million. In addition, the 
Department has prioritised Municipalities that it 
support in ensuring that CSCs are fully functional 
and meet the service delivery expectation of 
communities. 


Emondlo and Xulu (Abaqulusi), Ngwenya (Jozini) 
and Biyela (uMlalazi) CSCs.  The community of 


Tele- Centre, SASSA and Department of Labour 
services access at their door step. 


Such services were previously accessed from 


inconvenience to the public. The Xulu, Ngwenya 
and Biyela centres have a dual purpose which is to 


create conducive service delivery points in addition 
to enhancing functional relationships between 
local government and the institution of traditional 
leadership structures. In ensuring that the centres 
are fully operational, grant funding has been 
provided to the Ndwedwe, Abaqulusi, Umlalazi, 
Emnambithi and Imbabazane municipalities 
towards CSC operations, OSS-related initiatives 
and centre management support.


More than eighteen Grade 2 CSCs 
(Traditional  Administrative Centre) have been 


support of conducive working environments for 
Traditional Councils in addition to 23 centres being 
provided with  alternate energy solar solutions to 


implementation of the Community Service Centre 
infrastructure programme has seen over 250 jobs 
created.
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Phongola CSC Worth R7 Million


Infrastructure for decent sanitation
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SERVICE
DELIVERY 
INTERVENTION
- ( WATER, ELECTRICITY,SANITATION )
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Sonkombo 
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Private Bag X9078
Pietermaritzburg 3201


330 Langalibalele Street
Natalia Building


www.kzncogta.gov.za
Tel: +27(0) 33 395 2831
Fax: +27(0) 33 345 6432


www.kzncogta.gov.za


Follow KZNCOGTA on
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